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Our ideas of education take too narrow and too low a range. There is need of a broader scope, a higher aim. True education means more than 
the pursual of a certain course of study. It means more than a preparation for the life that now is. It has to do with the whole being, and with the 
whole period of existence possible to man. It is the harmonious development of the physical, the mental, and the spiritual powers. It prepares 
the student for the joy of service in this world and for the higher joy of wider service in the world to come.{Ed 13.1}
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Education, p. 13 

• Our ideas of education take too narrow and too 
low a range. There is need of a broader scope, a 
higher aim. True education means more than the 
pursual of a certain course of study. It means more 
than a preparation for the life that now is. It has to 
do with the whole being, and with the whole period 
of existence possible to man. It is the harmonious 
development of the physical, the mental, and the 
spiritual powers. It prepares the student for the joy 
of service in this world and for the higher joy of 
wider service in the world to come.
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The Deliberate Dumbing Down of America, by Charlotte Thomson (1999).

Charlotte Thomson Iserbyt served as the Senior Policy Advisor in the Office of Educational Research 
and Improvement (OERI), U.S. Department of Education, during the first term of U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, and staff employee of the U.S. Department of State (South Africa, Belgium, South Korea). 

“This book is simply a history book about another kind of war:
• one fought using psychological methods;
• a one-hundred-year war;
• a different, more deadly war than any in which our country has ever been involved; 
• a war about which the average American hasn’t the foggiest idea.
“The reason Americans do not understand this war is because it has been fought in 

secret—in the schools of our nation, targeting our children who are captive in classrooms. 
The wagers of this war are using very sophisticated and effective tools…”

Dumbing Us Down, John Taylor Gatto (1992). 

John Taylor Gatto taught for nearly 30 years and was awarded “New York City Teacher of the Year” 
three times and “New York State teacher of the year” in 1991, the year he quit.

“Was it possible I had been hired not to enlarge children’s power, but to diminish it? That 
seemed crazy on the face of it, but slowly I began to realize that the bells and the confinement, 
the crazy sequences, the age segregation, the lack of privacy, the constant surveillance, and all 
the rest of the national curriculum of schooling were designed exactly as if someone had set out 
to prevent children from learning how to think and act, to coax them into addiction and 
dependent behavior.

A Nation at Risk: The Imperative for Educational Reform, by The National Commission on 
Excellence in Education (April 1983).
A Report to the Nation and the Secretary of Education United States Department of Education.
“If an unfriendly foreign power had attempted to impose on America the mediocre 

educational performance that exists today, we might well have viewed it as an act of war….”
“On the occasion of the Commission's first meeting, President Reagan noted the central 

importance of education in American life when he said: "Certainly there are few areas of 
American life as important to our society, to our people, and to our families as our schools and 
colleges." This report, therefore, is as much an open letter to the American people as it is a report 
to the Secretary of Education. We are confident that the American people, properly informed, 
will do what is right for their children and for the generations to come.”

The Case Against Grades, by Alfie Kohn (Educational Leadership, November 2011).  
http://www.alfiekohn.org/article/case-grades/

Deschooling Society, by Ivan Illich (2000).  
http://www.preservenet.com/theory/Illich/Deschooling/intro.html 

The Teenage Liberation Handbook: How to Quit School and Get a Real Life and Education, 
by Grace Llewellyn (September 1, 1998).
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6T–Testimonies for the Church, p. 127 

• Satan has used the most ingenious methods to 
weave his plans and principles into the systems 
of education, and thus gain a strong hold on the 
minds of the children and youth.

• The philosophy of the school room in one 
generation will be the philosophy of government 
in the next. 

—Abraham Lincoln
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Photo of Jesus
Ministry of Healing, p. 143 

• Christ's method alone will give true success in 
reaching the people. 



Education
An Illustration of His Methods

Education, p. 84-85 

• In the training of His disciples the Saviour 
followed the system of education established at 
the beginning. The Twelve first chosen, with a 
few others who through ministry to their needs 
were from time to time connected with them, 
formed the family of Jesus. They were with Him 
in the house, at the table, in the closet, in the 
field. They accompanied Him on His journeys, 
shared His trials and hardships, and, as much 
as in them was, entered into His work.

Education, p. 84-85 

• Sometimes He taught them as they sat together 
on the mountainside, sometimes beside the sea, 
or from the fisherman's boat, sometimes as they 
walked by the way. Whenever He spoke to the 
multitude, the disciples formed the inner circle. 
They pressed close beside Him, that they might 
lose nothing of His instruction. They were 
attentive listeners, eager to understand the 
truths they were to teach in all lands and to all 
ages.

Education, p. 85 

• In the common walks of life there is many a toiler 
patiently treading the round of his daily tasks, 
unconscious of latent powers that, roused to 
action, would place him among the world's great 
leaders. Such were the men who were called by 
the Saviour to be His colaborers. And they had 
the advantage of three years’ training by the 
greatest educator this world has ever known.

Education 

• In these first disciples was presented a marked 
diversity (p. 85). 

• A miracle of divine tenderness was Peter's 
transformation. It is a life lesson to all who seek 
to follow in the steps of the Master Teacher (p. 
91).

Education, p. 92 

• Jesus, seeing that to antagonize was but to 
harden, refrained from direct conflict. The 
narrowing selfishness of Judas' life, Christ 
sought to heal through contact with His own self-
sacrificing love. In His teaching He unfolded 
principles that struck at the root of the disciple's 
self-centered ambitions. Lesson after lesson was 
thus given, and many a time Judas realized that 
his character had been portrayed, and his sin 
pointed out; but he would not yield.



Education, p. 93 

• But the methods [Judas] desired to introduce 
into Christ's work were based upon worldly 
principles and were controlled by worldly policy.

Education, p. 93 

• So far as Judas himself was concerned, Christ's 
work of love had been without avail. But not so 
as regards his fellow disciples. To them it was a 
lesson of lifelong influence. Ever would its 
example of tenderness and long-suffering mold 
their intercourse with the tempted and the erring.

Education, p. 94 

• His death destroyed their hope of worldly 
greatness. The fall of Peter, the apostasy of 
Judas, their own failure in forsaking Christ in His 
anguish and peril, swept away their self-
sufficiency. They saw their own weakness; they 
saw something of the greatness of the work 
committed to them; they felt their need of their 
Master's guidance at every step.

Education, p. 95 

• By the work of Christ these disciples had been 
led to feel their need of the Spirit; under the 
Spirit's teaching they received their final 
preparation and went forth to their lifework.

Education, p. 96 

• The presence of the same guide in educational 
work today will produce the same results as of 
old. This is the end to which true education 
tends; this is the work that God designs it to 
accomplish.


